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From the Coordinator’s Office

A

s my time as Emergency Management/Fire Coordinator is dwindling
down to the end, I wish to reflect on my time here. I find that I have

been very fortunate to have come into this job in 2003 when so much of
what we do was just on the cusp of change like never before. The
Emergency Management side has developed from a part of what the office
did to a profession that is now a part of all sectors of government and
industry. There have been tremendous changes in 911 with the
advancements of technology bringing a wealth of information into the
dispatch center and to the first responders in the field. The changes in
the fire service, training, volunteerism, and incidents that we respond to,
continue task the office like never before.
Between the changes, ongoing disasters and incidents, I can truly
say that the job has never been boring and that each day I was faced with
new challenges.
The one constant has been the support and collaboration within our
county. As I have traveled around the state, I am constantly reminded
how fortunate I have been to be from Schuyler County and to have the
close working relationships that we have here. It is like family: we don’t
always agree, but we come together for the benefit of the entire county.
This job has afforded me the opportunity to meet and work with
some of the greatest people that I have ever known, many of which have
become close personal friends.
I thank you for the support through the years and hope that you
afford Kirk Smith the same support and cooperation going forward as the
work goes on to keep Schuyler County moving in the right direction for
Emergency Services and its citizens.
Thank you,
Bill Kennedy

V OLU ME 9 , ISSUE 1

HOT CALLS

PAGE 2

EMS Profile: Craig May

C

raig May was recently voted in as
President of Schuyler Ambulance. This
is not a new position for him as he held the
position once before. This time there are
many more challenges to face than before.
The ambulance corps has almost made the
transition from all volunteer to all paid.
The demand is not lost with Craig as he
just retired from Erway Ambulance after
twenty years of service. There they were
under the same demand as Schuyler
County only much higher call volume.
Craig is married to wife Angela. They
have one son, Kenny, and a daughter,
Gloria. Neither chose to follow Dad’s
footsteps into EMS. They have seven
grandchildren.
His career started with Montour Falls Fire
Department Rescue Squad when it was
The new Schuyler County Ambulance in the background. The number
first formed. He became an EMT and
joined Schuyler Ambulance in 1984 to get “256” is in memory of Tom Carson as that was his number at Schuyler.
more experience. His real job was with the
DOC (Department of Corrections ) from which he retired. He continued with SCVAA and
became an Intermediate EMT and then moved to Paramedic and continued that till this day.
I asked what are some of the biggest changes he has seen over the years. The equipment we
work with and the more Paramedics are allowed to do in the field was his answer. He was
also asked what about the worst call he has been on and he said any call with a pediatric
patient is a bad call.
As the county faces challenges in the future to provide EMS service he is ready to take on
that challenge. The goal would be to alleviate the strain on all EMS providers. There is no
doubt in my mind that he will meet that challenge.
I have worked with Craig since he started, both on the rescue and as an EMT with Schuyler
Ambulance. He is one of the calmest and most knowledgeable EMT-P’s I have ever worked
with. If we were on a bad call Craig would be the one you would want to see walking through
the door!!
When you see Craig, thank him for his years of service. Also support him as we enter into a
very difficult time to provide a much needed service in the county.
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Mecklenburg Banquet

C

hief Brian Gunning 1st Chief Carl Taber, 2nd
Asst. Wayne Lauper, 3rd Asst. Al Foote, Rescue
Capt. Kim Beckley

The banquet Jane Ike ho gave the company a check
from the auxiliary.
Top responder of the year was Kim Beckley
The loss of Pete Coats hung heavy on everyone’s mind.
Others lost that year were Irene VanNederynen ,
Thomas Bennett, Dorothy Royce

Burdett Banquet

B

urdett banquet held at their station on a
very cold night. Jason Kelly mc of the
night.

Chief

-

Jason Kelly

1st Assistant

-

Keith Caslin

2nd

-

Corey Glover

3rd

-

Allan Burke

Top responder was Topanga Kelly. Ethan Dean training.
35 years

45 years

Curt Connelly

Dave Kelly

40 years

50 years

Clair Gunning

Ben Dickens

Jason Kelly
Dale Walters

55 years
Gary Kelly
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Tyrone Banquet

T

yrone banquet is always held in November. We never know if it is the last banquet or the
1st of the next year.

Matt Maloney’s son pins his dads badge on.

Chief
1st Assistant
2nd Assistant
Captain Fire Police

-

Matt Maloney
Bill Kennedy
Bill Kennedy, Jr.
George Lewis

My apologies to the Tyrone Fire Company
as I missed getting this article in the last
issue of the newsletter. Not sure why but it
won’t happen again.
- Rick Churches

Deputy Fire Coordinator Rick Churches swears in the new line officers in
Tyrone for the coming year.
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Hector: Structure Fire

A

large hay storage building caught fire at about 1800 hours December 13th 2021.
Located on Mathews Rd. in the town of Hector. This was located within the Hector
hydrant district with a Hydrant a short distance from the fire. Second alarm was dispatched
which brought out Burdett, Watkins, Montour Falls, Lodi along with Hector.
Having over 100 large bales of hay in the structure neighbors with large tractors along with
firefighters from each department there removed the hay to a safe area to let ti burn. This
took several hours to accomplish with companies returning to service around 2200

Fire had consumed all areas of the stored hay.
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Odessa: Structure Fire
Blaze extensively damages Catharine house
Jan. 16, 2022

Article and
Pictures by
Odessa File

A

house fire deemed "accidental in nature" that occurred shortly
after 8:30 a.m. Sunday on Park Road in the Town of Catharine
left extensive fire, smoke and water damage and displaced the
structure's residents. The Red Cross was assisting the three occupants and one canine. No
injuries were reported in the blaze, which officials said started in the front of the wood-frame
home. Firefighters from Odessa, Montour Falls, Watkins Glen, Burdett and Mecklenburg
responded to the scene, along with Schuyler Ambulance, the Schuyler County Office of
Emergency Management and NYSEG.

Transitional Fire attack was
executed at this fire

Trivia Question
What are three types of forest fires?
Email answers to Rick at rickshirlc27@gmail.com. We are still giving away free firefighting book for every
correct answer.
Our last trivia question:
Question: “Why were engines required to carry 500 ft. of supply hose? ?”
Answer: Fire hydrants can’t be more than 300 feet apart. The hose lay of 500’ would be more than enough to reach a hydrant should be
more than enough to reach hydrant from fire to hydrant. Now 1901 for type one engine should carry 800’ of supply line.
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Odessa: Structure Fire
Fire guts old farmhouse on County Route 14

F

ire raced through an old farmhouse east of Catharine Corners

Article and
Pictures by
Odessa File

Friday morning, drawing fire departments from around the
region: Odessa, Montour Falls, Watkins Glen, Burdett, Millport,
Newfield, and Town and Country. The blaze at 5212 County Road 14 began about 8 a.m. The
cause was determined to be an electrical panel box malfunction. Firefighters said flames
were shooting high by the time they arrived, with a tree near the residence also aflame. One
firefighter sustained minor injury. Other structures on the property were not damaged, but
the house was a total loss, with only its framework standing.

SCHUYLER COUNTY, Dec. 31, 2021 -- The photo above and those at right and below were
snapped at the scene of a farmhouse fire on County Road 14 east of Catharine Corners Friday
morning. The call to 911 came in at 8:03 a.m.
A press release from Odessa Fire Chief John Jelliff said: "Upon arrival of the fire
department, we found a two-story wood frame residence with fire throughout the building. A
second, and later, a third alarm were requested for additional tankers and additional
firefighting personnel. The departments requested under mutual aid to the scene were
Montour Falls, Watkins Glen, Mecklenburg, Burdett, Newfield, Millport, and Town &
Country. The Valois-Logan-Hector Fire Company stood by in Odessa to cover calls.
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Odessa, cont...
"The house had been undergoing renovations, so many of the walls had been removed -contributing to the quick spread of the fire throughout the house. All firefighting operations
were defensive. One minor firefighter injury occurred during firefighting operations, but the
firefighter did not require further medical treatment ....
"The cause of the fire has been determined to be a malfunction of an electrical panel box in
the basement. The house was a total loss and was vacant at the time of the fire."

The house on County Route 14 was decimated by flames.

Story and
Picture by
Odessa File

Firefighters hose down the charred remains of the house along County Road 14.

Photo: Picture of the fire snapped by a bystander.
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David Molyno
Tyrone

Upcoming Classes
We will be offering the
following classes:


None at this time.

Learn more here:
http://www.schuylercounty.us/564/Fi
re-EMT-Training

W

ant to be notified
of our upcoming
courses? Join our
mailing list! Send
requests to
jgeck@co.schuyler.ny.us

Send Us Your
Photos, News,
and
Suggestions!

T

o send
For more information,
information, or if
visit:
you want us to visit
www.schuylercounty.us your station, contact
www.dhses.ny.gov/ofpc the Emergency
www.emstar.org
Management Office at
607-535-8200 or Rick
and Shirley Churches
at 607-594-2189 or
rickshirlc27@gmail.com

