Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes
Schuyler County Planning Commission
January 8, 2015
Present: Brittany Gibbs, Sarah Chicone, Joe Sevier, Dave Stamp, Jenna Wilkens, Kate Bartholomew, Bill
Meehan, Rick Hendrick, Ed Gates, Drew Bubb, Matthew Schamel, Mark Wittig, Lori Asperschlager
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Absent: Peggy Tomassi
Public: None
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Drew Bubb
New members were introduced:
Matt Schamel – Town of Hector
Brittany Gibbs - Tourism
Jenna Wilkins - Medical Representative
Bill Meehan – Manufacturing
Rick Hendrick – Town of Orange
Opportunity for Public Comment: None
Election of new officers:
Sarah Chicone declined the previous nomination for Chairman. The floor was then opened to nominations.
Chairperson –
- Mark Wittig nominated Drew Bubb as the new Chairman, Kate Bartholomew seconded, all in favor,
13-aye. Motion passed.
Vice Chairperson
- Sarah Chicone nominated Lori Asperschlager as the Vice Chairperson, Kate Barholomew seconded,
all in favor, 13 – aye. Motion passed.
Secretary
- Peggy Tomassi (she was nominated at the December meeting)
Review and Approval of Minutes:
Motion to approve the minutes of the December 11th 2014 meeting, accepted as submitted made by Kate
Bartholomew and seconded by Joe Sevier. Abstain, 3 – Sarah Chicone, Lori Asperschlager and Dave Stamp.
General Municipal Law 239 Reviews
None

Staff Report:
Each member is required to complete 4 hrs. of applicable training.
Kristin spoke about 2 upcoming trainings:
-

-

April 2 – The STC Regional Planning Conference in Corning. This training will meet your 4 hr.
requirement.
March 2 – Monday, 5:30 -9:30 PM - NYS Dept. of State Local Officials Training. This training will
meet 3.5 hrs. of your 4 hr. requirement. We will focus on rural planning and on community design
tools. There is more talk about putting design guidelines in place in the villages, so this will give us
more tools to use.
If there are other conferences in the community that can relate to planning they will count towards
your training requirements as well.

It was brought to Kristin’s attention that providing 19 copies of everything for the site reviews is too much.
She said we are not obligated to change this, but asked if anyone would consider it. She asked the members if
they would be willing to accept a digital copy instead, as well as have the information on a projector during a
meeting.
-

Mark Wittig asked if it would be possible to use an electronic version in a meeting but have back
up to access a paper copy if possible.
Sarah asked if we could we opt into a digital option.
Kristin said we could do that. She just wouldn’t send you a packet and bring it to the meeting as
well. All members will get the site plan digitally and it will always be on the screen during the
meetings (however, the SEQR and packets from the towns will come digitally.) All agreed that this
would be fine, with exception of Kate Bartholomew and Rick Hendrick. They would still like to
receive paper copies.

Old Business: None
New Business:
Kate Bartholomew let us know that next Wednesday, January 14th, there will be a public meeting for Waste
Water Treatment Plant at 7:00 pm at the Montour Falls Fire department. This is a joint meeting between
Watkins Glen and Montour Falls meeting. This will be the only public meeting for this. Anyone who is
interested, please join this meeting.
-

Mark Wittig asked what they will be discussing.
Kristin said they will be discussing site and mitigation plan for the eagle nest, and bring everyone
up to speed on what has happened in the last year of planning.

Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 7:11 by Ed Gates and seconded by Mark Wittig
Next Scheduled Meeting: February 12, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m., Schuyler County Human Services Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes
Schuyler County Planning Commission
April 9, 2015
Present: Drew Bubb, Lori Asperschlager, Chris Arnold, Bill Meehan, Rick Hendrick, Ed Gates, Jenna
Wilkens, Kate Bartholomew, Ted Marks, Joe Sevier, Brittany Gibbs, Sarah Chicone, Mark Wittig, Dave
Stamp, Matthew Schamel, Peggy Tomassi
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Absent: None
Public: Chris Bond
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm by Drew Bubb.
Introductions of members present
Presentation – Jason Carbone, Economic Development Specialist from Scoped
Jason presented a slideshow regarding the overlap of how planning plays in to economic development.
- Chris Arnold asked what percentage of employment is manufacturing in Schuyler county?
Jason will get back to us with this figure. He did say that the wineries are technically
manufacturing and he feels there are two numbers; one to include wineries and one without.
Kristin added that as far as total employed, manufacturing is in the top 3.
- Sarah Chicone commented that Manufacturing is the largest employer for rural designated
areas.
- Ed Gates asked Jason to think about preserving farm land to be used for farm land and not
more industrial spaces. Jason replied that although they cannot control what the state does,
they are aware of the issue and recognize the importance of agriculture to support the
economy and are looking for ways to support and grow that.
Opportunity for Public Comment: None
Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the January 8, 2014 meeting,
accepted as submitted made by Joe Sevier and seconded by Dave Stamp, All in favor vote, 16- aye,
(typo in December minutes: correct to Abstain, not Obstain under “Review and Approval of Minutes”

General Municipal Law 239 Reviews
a. #15-003 Seneca Lake Brewing Co.
Bradley Gillett, the owner and operator has been living in area for five years. His brewery is in Reading
Center, perpendicular to Pompus Ass Winery. They will be brewing British Style Ale. They will have an
open fermentation system and are planning on doing small batch brewing. He explained the set up and
floor plan of the brewery. They also are planning to set up a British Style Pub in the barn area and would
like to host weddings. In the next few months, they would like to offer outside activities, such as Bubble
Soccer. Rochester is closest area that does this activity and it is very popular. This would get people
over to their site and would hopefully tie into other nearby business. The parking area will have 30
parking slots, with three for staff. There is a pond near the parking lot, which will be cleaned up and
stocked with fish.
- Brittany Gibbs: Have you spoken to the people in the single-wide trailer nearby the
property? Mr. Gillet said he has spoken to them and they are excited about this new
business.
- Mark Witig asked if there would be capacity for additional parking. Mr. Gillett said yes, there
are 16.6 acres on the property and they plan to clear brush for more parking and can go back
another 10 acres if needed. They do not want to reduce the forest area, but wish to use it to
their advantage. They are thinking of making this a whole day experience for families.
Maybe eventually add a treetop zipline experience.
- Sarah Chicone asked if the parking lot will be paved or gravel? Mr. Gillett said it will be gravel
for now, but paved right off the road.
- Dave Stamp commented that it looks like parking lot is right next to the pond. Mr. Gillett
assured the board that there is ample room between the parking lot and pond.
- Ted Marks asked if he had met all of his neighbors. Mr. Gillett said that they have met Brent
Snow on one side and John (not sure of his last name) on the other side and, that they are
both on board with this. He has not met the neighbors up north yet.
- Sarah asked if there is outdoor lighting. Mr. Gillett said there is from the parking lot to the
pole barn but that lighting will not be needed for other items.
- Ted Marks asked about the terrain where field ends to parking lot. Mr. Gillet said there is an
incline but not a large one. The woods are sloped, yes.
- Sarah Chicone asked that special attention is paid to the lighting so there is not a lot of light
pollution.
- Joe Sevier asked how the Brewery is family friendly. He understands they are operating
under a farm brewery license but is concerned about nature of brewery. Mr. Gillett assured
the board that it will be a family friendly facility with many family activities and the Tasting
room will strictly be for tasting.
- Jenna Wilkens voiced her concern over the live music during the events, wondering if it
would upset the neighbors. Mr. Gillet said the brewery would stay open till 8 or 9PM, but not
really late nights. They have considered the live music, and if it were disturbing, they would
take all necessary precautions regarding sound barriers.
- Kate Bartholomew asked how quickly the brewery will start up? Mr. Gillet said if all goes as
planned, they are hoping to open at the end of summer. They are working on the licenses
they need now and are hoping to drive revenue in prior to that with other events.
- Chris Bond asked if hops are still very hard to find and if Mr. Gillet is thinking about growing
his own. Mr. Gillet said they are thinking about that in the future. They want to start trying
other varieties of hops (British varieties). If this were the case, they would clear the area
around the back of the property.

Ed Gates made a motion to approve this project. Seconded by Brittany Gibbs. All in favor vote, 16-aye.
Rick Hendrick opposed. Motion passed with recommendations (paving and lighting.)
#15-001 Town of Dix Zoning Ordinance
The Town of Dix is implementing a wind ordinance. There will be a meeting on April 20th at 7:00 PM at
community center if anyone would like to attend.
Kristin went over this plan briefly
- Joe Sevier asked if the same company is running the wind velocity tests. Yes, it is.
- Jenna Wilkins asked if there is a limitation to how many turbines there can be in a specific
area. Yes, because they have to be a certain distance from one another.
- Ted Marks commented that he doesn’t feel he can adequately make an honest decision and
is wondering where this committee fits in this? Kristin explained our role.
- Joe Sevier commented that in talking with people from other areas they have been
successful.
- Dave Stamp asked if this is a non-participating property owner. This is defined as “on your
physically owned property”? Kristin commented that they are using examples from other
successful ordinances that have been implemented.
- Chris Bond asked who wrote this for the Town. Did they take info from other areas and the
things they learned from that? Kristin said they worked with a consultant and pulled
information from other wind laws and companies.
- Sarah Chicone asked if a special use permit is needed? Kristin said yes they do.
- Chris Bond asked how they channeling the electricity? Kristin said it will be channeled
underground.
- Rick Hendrick questioned how they run their lines. The plan says they can’t be 150 feet from
property.
Kate Bartholomew made a motion to approve this project. Mark Wittig seconded. All in favor vote, 16 aye. Motion passed unanimously.
b. #15-002 Town of Catharine Comprehensive Plan
The Town of Catharine has been working on this plan for the last 5 years. There is an informational
meeting on April 21st at 7pm at their town hall. Kristin feels they did a good job outlining all of the needs
of their communities. They are one of the Cleaner Greener towns. She went over a summary of this
plan. Kristin feels that they have some great short term goals.
- Ed Gates mentioned that Bergen Farms moving to old Blaha property. Is there anything in
the plan that would restrict this agricultural development? Kristin said there was a section
addressing agricultural development and mentioned that there is also a section speaking of
preserving the water quality.
- Chris Bond mentioned that water is a hot topic in Cayuta and the residents are paying a lot of
attention to what Bergen farms is doing, regarding water quality.
- Ed Gates said there have been squabbles about use of water from different properties.
- Mark Wittig asked that they articulate an emphasis on protecting the water.

-

Chris Bond said there has been concern that they are violating federal laws because of the
water situation.
- Kristin feels they are aware of any possible issues and are doing what they can to assure
clean water.
- Ed Gates said that Bergen farms is a CAF farm, meaning they have to account for the amount
of manure they distribute and where it is put and that the DEC is watching.
Sarah Chicone made a motion to approve this plan. It was seconded by Joe Sevier. All in favor vote, 16 aye. Motion passed unanimously.

Staff Report:
- County Wide Comprehensive Plan and Cleaner Greener Update
 Town of Dix started a zoning review and update and will meet again in June and hope
to get the process through. That will come back to us.
 The villages of Montour, Catharine and Reading, are all committed and will get started
in the next few months.
- Camp Monterey’s
 RFP was released on March 19th. It is on the Empire State Development (ESD) website
if you would like to see it. The deadline for proposals is May 18th and we will get a
summary of all RFP’s.
 SCOPED, the County Reps and Town of Orange Reps will have an opportunity to
comment the summaries provide by ESD.
- Updates on prior approved projects
 Seneca Terrace is good to go and they should start construction in the next month.
(These are the apartments by the Elk’s Club.)
 The Watkins Glen Middle School is progressing well. The 2nd and 3rd floor apartments
are framed.
 Dunkin Donuts has come to an agreement with DOT and should be making changes to
their driveway shortly.
 The Brewery Project in Watkins Glen (Old Frozen Food Locker Building) - Believe they
will begin the next few months.
 Montour Muffler is up and running.
Old Business: None
New Business: On April 28th there will be a walk through at Camp Monterey.
Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 8:39PM , by Sarah Chicone, and seconded by Ted Marks.
Next Scheduled Meeting: May 14, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m., Schuyler County Human Services Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes
Schuyler County Planning Commission
May 14, 2015
Present: Drew Bubb, Lori Asperschlager, Chris Arnold, Rick Hendrick, Ed Gates, Jenna Wilkens, Kate
Bartholomew, Ted Marks, Brittany Gibbs, Mark Wittig, Matthew Schamel, Peggy Tomassi
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Excused: Joe Sevier, Sarah Chicone
Absent: Bill Meehan, Dave Stamp
Public: Kimberly Sargeant

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm by Drew Bubb.
Opportunity for Public Comment: None
Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the April 9, 2014 meeting,
accepted as submitted made by Ted Marks and seconded by Kate Bartholomew. All in favor vote, 12 –
aye.
General Municipal Law 239 Reviews
a. #15-004 – Village of Watkins Glen Site Plan Review (Local Consideration)
Kristin gave a brief description of what they want to do: There is a large house next to Padua
that they want to convert into a B&B. There are eight rooms. They want to keep five and
convert three into a B&B. There will be a small traffic increase, but no other changes to the
existing conditions. They share a driveway with another property and there is plenty of property.
Kate Bartholomew made a motion to approve and Brittany Gibbs seconded it. All in favor vote,
12 – aye.
b. Garage on Townsend Rd. (Variance request and site plan approval)
These owners are asking for a variance to set the garage back to 43 feet rather than 50 feet off
the road. This has come to us because it is in the Agricultural district. They are looking for
special use of using a garage in a residential area. They are looking to put a garage in where it
will be the same level as the roof on the house. Ted Marks made a motion to approve and
Brittany Gibbs seconded it. All in favor vote, 12 – aye.

Bylaws – 2015 Approval
The Bylaws outline what membership requirements are. Ted Marks made a motion to approve;
seconded by Kate Bartholomew. All in favor vote, 12 – aye.
Staff Report:
a. Review of County-Wide Comprehensive Plan Updates
- Kemberli Sargent, from the Southern Tier Central Regional Planning Board reported the
following:

-

Their organization provides recommendations and updates. Kristin pointed out that anything in
red is a change. Most of it was an elaboration or cross-referencing on certain topics. They also
considered the countywide plan implementation committee’s input as well. The major changes
included the following:
 Natural resources section – They added language about the Finger Lakes and Catherine
Valley Trail. They spoke about the county transportation challenges, pedestrian
transportation, and personal and automobile transportation. NYSERDA deals with smart
growth, cleaner energy and development. They commented that personal automobile
transportation is essential, but some areas may be depended on too much, some not as
much. They wanted to add a solid paragraph speaking of the challenges of pedestrian
and biking transportation.
 They spoke of how the cost of transportation can either help or hurt a town’s
budget.
 Added information about how natural gas extraction has been banned and added
changes in policies. They spoke about wind energy development and the
possibility of solar energy development.
 Added section on protecting scenic view sheds and future development.
 Language was added about smart growth and sustainability, emphasizing that new
growth should be respectful of small town and rural character.
 Ted Marks commented that the biggest project that is causing controversy in this
area is not addressed and he feels it should be. He feels we should address it
without commenting whether it’s good or bad. – Kemberli said they left it in but
didn’t add anything to it
 Mark Wittig commented that it’s a vague planning document, so it does not make
sense to add it.
 Ted Marks commented that maybe we are being foolish by not mentioning it the
plan? He feels that it doesn’t make sense to totally ignore it, and reiterated his
feeling that it does not seem right that it is not addressed in the plan. He feels
that, at the least, it should be acknowledged, because it is the biggest subject in
this county, even if we just acknowledge what is happening and simply say that
there is a lot of discussion on the issue. Ted commented that although extraction
has been eliminated, we are still talking about gas storage facilities. He feels that
we need to mention “gas storage facilities” in the plan.
 Kate Bartholomew suggested that we do not speak specifically but use language
like “such as”. Kate Bartholomew asked if Solar Schuyler was mentioned.
 Brittany Gibbs commented that if we just add “and gas storage”, it would suffice.
Kristin: We can add something in.
 Kemberli Sargent then reviewed the added “Page of Facts” portion of the plan, which
includes a location affordability index, recognition of the economic side of
transportation, public health statistics, wind and solar energy, and the preserved forest
area. Wind and solar, preserved forest area.
 Kemberli also brought to the board’s attention, the Town and villages section and what
was added: Accountability for each of them to show the costs. “Walk score” – what can I
reach on foot and bike in a certain amount of time. This was added for villages. They also
added a few stats about personal automobile usage, including annual auto emissions
from the village. The plan speaks of greenhouse gas emissions and addressed solar
energy and if they have any or not. A new “culture” section was also added.

Old Business:
a. Camp Monterey
- Kate Bartholomew went on the camp Monterey tour and gave the board a report on her
observations: The health center has unique architecture. There is no insulation in the barracks
yet. This will be very expensive. Kate said there were maybe six different groups there at the
tour talking about purchasing the camp.
- Kristin VanHorn reported that there is $8 million from ESD for the redevelopment, and hopefully
whomever is selected will bring much more than that to the project. We will not know until midJune at the earliest about what the proposals are.
- Rick Hendrick had some locals coming to the town meetings inquiring about the sale of the camp.
b. Seneca Terrace
- Kristin VanHorn informed the board that they broke ground on Seneca Terrace. The land has
been cleared.
- Kristin VanHorn replied: “We don’t know and it’s probably because it’s agriculture and it’s town
of hector and they have no planning or zoning so they don’t have to get with us.”
New Business: None
a. Other Schulyer County Projects
 Ted Marks asked what is going on just as you drive up 414, where the barn has been torn down.
– Kristin said she would look into it.
Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at, 7:45 by Kate Bartholomew and seconded by Jenna Wilkins.
Next Scheduled Meeting: June 11, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m., Schuyler County Human Services Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes
Schuyler County Planning Commission
July 9, 2015
Present: Mark Wittig, Drew Bubb, Kate Bartholomew, Rick Hendrick, Joe Sevier, Ed Gates,
Jenna Wilkens, Bill Meehan, Brittany Gibbs, Peggy Tomassi, Lori Asperschlager, Sarah Chicone,
Matthew Schamel, Jenna Tormey, Ted Marks
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Absent: Dave Stamp
Excused: Chris Arnold
Public: None
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm by Drew Bubb.
Opportunity for Public Comment: None
Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the May 14, 2015
meeting; accepted as submitted made by Kate Bartholomew and seconded by Mark Wittig. All
in favor vote, 11-aye. Sarah Chicone, abstain. None opposed. Motion passed.
General Municipal Law 239 Reviews
a. #15-006 – Town of Dix Subdivision Review
- Drew Bubb asked if anyone had any questions about this review.
- Kristin Vanhorn explained that it will be split into two parcels. They plan on keeping
one part and selling the other.
- Kate Bartholomew made a motion to approve. It was seconded by Peg Tomassi. All
in favor vote, 12 –aye. None opposed. Motion passed.
b. #15-007 – Countywide Comprehensive Plan Amendments
- Kristin explained that we are looking to adopt these amendments into the
legislature.
- Sarah Chicone made a motion to approve and it was seconded by Joe Sevier. All in
favor vote, 15 – aye. None opposed. Motion passed.
c. #15-008 – Town of Dix Subdivision Review
- Kristin explained that the owners plan to subdivide the property separating the
house from the ice cream store.
- Mark Wittig asked if there’s a possibility that the piece of property that the
residence is on could become surrounded by property and not have easement?
- Kristin said that it would not be eliminated. If they bought the mini golf, it would
have to be with easement in place.

-

Ed Gates motioned to approve this contingent on a permanent easement being
established. Sarah Chicone seconded, all in favor vote, 12-aye.

A New member was introduced:
Jenna Tormey, representing the Village of Watkins Glen
Staff Report:
- Kristin has proposed to the Legislature that another board that works in conjunction
with the Planning Board but operates separately, The EMC (Environmental
Management Council) become a sub- committee of this board. She feels that
making this board a sub-committee of the planning board will help strengthen our
approvals and disapprovals. If anyone is interested in being on this board, let Kristin
know. Kristin said that she would expect there to be somewhere between 7 – 11
members on this committee. They would bring information regarding projects to
the planning board, so this would give the board an opportunity to explore bigger
projects. This is a restructuring to be under the umbrella of this planning
committee.
- This would alter the planning commission by-laws and we would work out the
changes to them.
- Sarah Chicone asked if membership would be limited to people on the planning
commission?
 Kristin said that membership would not be limited to the planning committee
members.
- Mark Wittig asked if anyone currently sitting on the EMC Board would be displaced?
 Kristin said that has not been determined but it is likely that a few would,
due to that board having 24 seats.
- Sarah asked if there are other organizations like this
 Kristin said there are not.
- Ed Gates currently serves on the EMC and has had an opportunity to see attendance
of both committees and he doesn’t feel it’s a good idea to make this a
subcommittee because it would make additional work and effort on these members.
He thinks they have done well and he isn’t convinced they would be as effective as a
sub- committee.
- Kate Bartholomew commented that as chair of the EMC, she feels the coordination
of the EMC could benefit, but there are many other aspects that she doesn’t feel
would be under the planning commissions mandate. She understands the proposal
and would like to be able to explore ways to achieve that that do not involve making
EMC a sub-committee. She is not opposed to more communication between the
committees and working together.
- Ted Marks asked where the proposal came from and why?
 Kristin said that the proposal comes from her and the legislature because of
hearing the frustration of the committees structure under the county. They
feel this may solve the issues of the EMC feeling like they are unwanted. The

-

-

-

legislature is wanting to make sure as development is coming in to the
community that it’s being done responsibly.
Sarah Chicone asked if the aspects of the EMC would be lost currently?
 Kristin said no, that they could continue.
Kate Bartholomew pointed out other things that the EMC does:
 Enableing legislation from the state (Article 47 of Environmental
Conservation law). They are supposed to be an advisory body to all aspects
of government. Kate read Article 47. She feels that the planning commission
has not always communicated with the EMC and that there are broader state
issues.
Ted Marks asked Kate why she doesn’t feel things wouldn’t be paid attention to
with a new structure?
 Kate replied that she wouldn’t want the current members not to be involved
if this sub-committee goes through because they’ve done a great job. EMC
board is currently 24 people and that the length of their term is unlimited.
 Ted Marks commented that an unlimited term is not necessarily always a
good thing and that maybe having new people on the board would be a good
idea.
It was reiterated that the legislature will have the ultimate vote regarding the
restructuring of this committee.
Jenna Wilkens asked if there is a way to do this without disassembling the EMC
committee completely.
Kate said that on average, only 11 out of the 24 members usually show up to the
meetings.
Peggy Tomassi commented that change is needed and good and feels it’s a good
idea that this is being reviewed.
Kristin will keep us updated on what’s going on with this.

Old Business:
Town of Hector Project
- At the May meeting there was an inquiry about a project happening North of Tug
Hollow Road on Route 414. David Patterson (CEO) said it will be the future tasting
room for Ryan Williams Winery.
- On Rabbit Run Rd., across from Ball diamond Rd . They are proposed mulitple
seasonal cabins to rent.
- On Ball Diamond Road there is a proposal for a multi unit subdivision. They will be
individual houses and part of a development. The location is approximately 1/8 of a
mile up the road.
- Ted Marks had many organizations involved in a letter to the DOT requesting that
the speed limit on Rte. 414 in Hector to be reduced. He received a letter from DOT
this week. The letter said no it will not be reduced and the only concern with
accidents is the deer. At end of letter, they did write that they realize people are
slowing down and looking for proper entrances and that they would like to work

with them on the Seneca lake wine trail to make a sign system making people aware
of where and when to turn.
 Kristin mentioned putting mile markers up for this purpose.
New Business:
This will be a referral next month:
The county wants to move the cell phone tower that sits on the courthouse structure to the
ambulance building on Decatur. This will probably be coming to us this month for approval. It’s
not in accordance with Village of Watkins glen zoning.
- Mark Wittig asked if the county owns the land that the ambulance building is on.
- Peg Tomassi replied, “yes”. Mark: Does the county own the ambulance building?
Peg: No.
Sarah Chicone mentioned that the Cook Mansion will go to auction on July 18th.
- Kristin mentioned that she heard there are no minimum bids.
- Ted Marks asked who the present owner is.
- Sarah Chicone said it’s a woman from South Africa.
Camp Monterey
- Kristin said that they haven’t heard anything and are currently waiting for the state
to approve the proposals.
Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 7:39pm by Kate Bartholomew and seconded by Peggy
Tomassi
.
Next Scheduled Meeting: August 13, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m., Schuyler County Human Services
Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes
Schuyler County Planning Commission
August 13, 2015
Present: Mark Wittig, Drew Bubb, Kate Bartholomew, Rick Hendrick, Ed Gates, Jenna Wilkens,
Bill Meehan, Peggy Tomassi, Lori Asperschlager, Matthew Schamel, Ted Marks, Chris Arnold,
Dave Stamp
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Absent: Jenna Tormey
Excused: Joe Sevier, Sarah Chicone, Brittany Gibbs
Public: Al White, Deb Reid, Michelle Griego,
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by Drew Bubb.
Opportunity for Public Comment:
- Michael Lausell, from the Schuyler County Legislature and the Town of Hector spoke
about a LPG Judiciary Conference where he and Legislator Harp filed for party status.
They are currently waiting for the judge to decide if there are issues to be taken further.
He learned a lot and was given copies of materials that Crestwood has prepared. He
brought a copy of the brief prepared by Legislator Harp and himself to the conference.
One of the issues is public policy. In particular, the issue of transporting gas. He spoke
of the quantitative risk analysis of materials. He proceeded to give details that have
been outlined in this report regarding the projected traffic the concern of so much
hazardous material is going across the railroad trestle spanning the state park gorge.
The Town of Hector wrote a letter to DEC and legislature expressing their concerns,
about a potential derailment. There is concern that this could become a more attractive
target for terrorism and asked if there are steps that could be taken against this. He
spoke with Ben Dickens from the Town of Hector and they went to look at this trestle.
The DEC permit application says it’s 75 feet high, but the information at the Schuyler
County Historical society says it’s 175 feet high. If a derailment happens, the
consequences are expected to be severe. Michael is concerned that no one is paying
attention to these reports. He feels the issue is you have a state park with many visitors
and the trestle may seem to be upstream but the north entrance is right by the trestle.
He feels that from a planning standpoint, it’s not a good mix to be putting hazardous
materials right next to a state park. He will send a copy of risk analysis to the planning
board if interested.
- Ed Gates asked when the bridge was built and how long would expect to be in good
shape.



-

Mike said that it has recently passed inspection and it is inspected once a year
and was built in the 1930’s. They have done work on it recently as well.
Ed asked if the waste would go down stream into Watkins if a tank were to derail and
rupture.
 Mike said that it most likely would.
 Mike said that there are two scenarios outlined in the copy of the draft
emergency plan that the county prepared in the documentation he has left for
the committee.

Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2015 meeting;
accepted as submitted made by Ted Marks and seconded by Kate Bartholomew. All in favor
vote, 13-aye. None opposed. Motion passed.
General Municipal Law 239 Reviews
a. #15-009– Town of Hector Comprehensive Plan Review
- Michelle Griego, introduced herself as a resident of the Town of Hector since the mid
1980’s. She outlined who makes up their planning committee and explained that those
that are not town board member have concerns just as residents. She explained that
prior to this plan, all things that were required were done (surveys, public meetings).
Their goal was to revise this comprehensive plan and update it. She thanked Kristen for
her guidance and help. She explained that they drew from Hectors previous
comprehensive plan and the county comprehensive plan. She said they worked very
hard to review each and every hamlet in the village. She said they learned a lot along
the way and, looking ahead, they are hoping to see more farming.
- Kristin asked if everyone got a change to look through the plan and then explained that
it’s very similar to the county plan. It speaks of land use planning. They took a good
look at agriculture. They approached the changes/additions of the plan with “forward
thinking.”
- Ed Gates thought the history of what happened to the Town of Hector was deficient.
 He felt it should have mentioned more about the land owned formally by
farmers and is now owned by the Finger Lakes National Forest. About 15,000
acres was taken up by the government in the 1930’s that was workable land but
is now gone because of all of the trees that were planted.
 He feels it should also mention the change in farming in the last 50 years and the
decline in 30 cow farms. He mentioned the empty silos around the area.
 He also felt that the unique nature of Hector Falls should have been outlined.
 Kristin assured Ed that she will get together with him regarding his concerns and
she will take the ones she cannot fix to the committee.
- Dave Stamp said he didn’t see anything that really addressed potential of the National
Forest expanding
 Kristin said the planned talked about its existence but not expansion.
 Al White from the Town of Hector said that years ago they put a request in to
not expand the National Forest because of the loss of tax dollars.



Kristin said they do speak of the National Forest as a utilized asset to the town
and will add in more information such as the history of how it got to be a
national forest.
 Ed Gates mentioned to Kristin that she might want to speak to Jodie Vanselow.
Kristin said Jodie was an active participant in the plan already.
Jenna Wilkens made a motion to approve the Town of Hector Comprehensive plan after
consideration of changes and additions. Mark Wittig seconded the motion. All in favor
vote, 13-aye. Motion passed
b. #15-010 – Village of Odessa Site Plan Approval
Kristin said that the owners of this establishment are just about ready to open and
waiting on this board’s approval.
- Ed Gates mentioned his concern about DWI’s, given the fact that this is a bar.
- Peggy Tomassi said that the owner’s intention is for this to be a family restaurant but
they will serve alcohol.
- Mark Wittig asked about adequate parking for the customers.
 Kristin said they have their parking out front and the bank has given them
permission to use their parking on off hours. The library will also allow them to
use their parking on off hours.
 Peg Tomassi asked if they have spoken to the Dandy about overflow parking?
 Kristin said, to her knowledge, they have not.
- Drew mentioned that there is an open area outside that is part of the establishment as
well. Other members commented that this would probably be the designated smoking
area.
- Kate Bartholomew made a motion to approve this plan; seconded by Jenna Wilkens. All
in favor vote – 12-aye. 1 abstain – Bill Meehan.
Staff Report:
- Cleaner Greener Grant
 The village of Montour sent out a survey of their comprehensive plan and we
think the plan is coming together well.
 Town of Dix is making progress on zoning. They are making a zoning map and
zones.
 Town of Reading is just getting started and will be getting their survey out
shortly.
 Town of Catharine is doing well and working with a consultant.
 Environmental Planning Guide: This will be a tool for our communities. This will
be a big asset to the towns and villages as they embrace planning more. If
anyone has any thoughts on what should be included, let Kristin know and she
will pass on the information.
- Training
 In the fall, we will start back up with our trainings after the meetings.
 If there is anything anyone is interested in learning about, Kristin will see what
she can do for training on that specific topic.



Ted Marks asked is Kristin can put a list out that includes sites where members
can get training.

Old Business:
- EMC
 Chairman and Vice Chair met with Kristin and Carl Blowers to discuss the issues
surrounding the EMC and the consolidation with the Planning Commission.
 Legislature agreed to let the EMC work on things until December and would
reevaluate at that time.
New Business:
Arbor Housing and Development is looking at putting together an application for a grant for
permanent housing for our homeless population. This would provide a permanent housing
situation.
- Ed Gates asked where this would be built and would it be a supervised housing.
 Kristin said there is not a site location at this time, but that Arbor Housing would
manage it. They also manage Sidney place in Odessa.
- Jenna Wilkens asked how many homeless individuals are in our county.
 Kristin said there have been approximately 400 homeless cases in our county
since 2012.
 Kristin said this housing is intended to be a temporary situation while the
homeless individual is getting back on their feet.
- Ted Marks and Ed Gates asked if there is anything documented as to what has
happened in other communities so we make sure this is something we want to do here.
o Kristin said she would gather data on this.
- Jenna Wilkens asked about the portion of the homeless population that is elderly, can’t
work or the ones that are mentally unstable. In these cases, what would they do if this
is just a temporary living arrangement
- Kristin mentioned that process was still early in the planning phase and not all of the
details have been figured out.
- Peggy Tomassi makes a motion to support this grant application, Kate Bartholomew
seconds. All in favor vote – 13-aye.
Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 8:00pm by Jenna Wilkens and seconded by Peg Tomassi.
Next Scheduled Meeting: September 10, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m., Schuyler County Human Services
Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes
Schuyler County Planning Commission
November 12, 2015
Present: Bill Meehan, Ed Gates, Joe Sevier, Rick Hendrick, Kate Bartholomew, Lori Asperschlager, Jenna
Tormey, Drew Bubb, Matthew Schamel, Brittany Gibbs, Chris Arnold, Peggy Tomassi, Ted Marks
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Absent: Mark Wittig, Dave Stamp
Excused: Jenna Wilkens, Sarah Chicone,
Public: None
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by Drew Bubb.
Opportunity for Public Comment: None
Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the August 13 , 2015 meeting;
accepted as submitted made by Kate Bartholomew and seconded by Joe Sevier.
All in favor vote, 12 -aye. One opposed (Ed Gates). Motion passed.
Kristin noted that several members requested the amicus brief that Michael Lausell discussed at the last
meeting, but she has not received the document from Michael Lausell yet. When she gets it, she will
pass it on to the members.
Ed Gates said he had made recommendations to include in the Town of Hector Comprehensive Plan and
was told Kristin was going to implement them, but he does not know if that happened.
- Kristin said she Ed indicated that he wanted to talk with Michelle Griego about his comments.
She did add information about the national forest. Kristin informed Ed that the committee
discussed his comments.
General Municipal Law 239 Reviews
a. #15-011– Town of Dix Site Plan Review
- Ted Marks asked how we can approve this site plan when the building is already built.
 Kristin said it is out of our hands. That the Code Enforcement Officer didn’t feel it needed
the planning board’s approval, so they bypassed us.
- Ed Gates commented that on page 2 of 3, question 13, the correct answer is “yes” because there
is wetland along the backside of the property.

-

-

 Kristin will let them know.
 Drew asked if the area regulated by state or federal government.
 Ed said it is not.
Kate Bartholomew asked if they would be paving the driveway.
 Kristin said for now they will not be paving the driveway.
Joe Sevier asked if the Code Enforcement Officer understands the role of the planning board.
 Ted Marks asked what happens if we say “no” to this site plan and should we to set an
example or even offer a professional recommendation.
 Kristin doesn’t feel we should vote against it, but rather express our unhappiness to the
Code Enforcement Officer about how he bypassed the planning board. She will talk with
him and take this back to the town board and let them know our concerns regarding the
CEO bypassing the board and going along with the build.
Ed mentioned that the man who owns the building is a good businessman who rents equipment.
Ed suggested that Kristin take a vigorous stance in this matter with the town board, so in the
future this CEO goes through the proper channels.
Rick suggested writing a letter stating that we don’t appreciate the CEO disregarding the proper
procedures, and maybe explaining the role of the Planning Board.
Ted Marks made a motion to approve the site plan with a letter the CEO as mentioned above. Ed
Gates seconded, all in favor vote, 13-aye. Motion passed.

Staff Report:
Membership Renewals:
- Some Planning Commissioner terms will expire at the end of this year. For those who’s
membership isn’t up but who feel like they need to step down, please let Kristin know so she can
be prepared and start now to find new board members for a January vote.
- This is Joe Sevier’s last year, so we need to fill his seat from the town of Tyrone.
Cleaner Greener Grant Update:
- Environmental Planning Guide has been put on hold for a few months to allow the consultants to
focus on the Town of Catharine Zoning Law Update, which is making good progress
- Town of Dix is making good progress and feels that by February 2016 theirs will be ready for
adoption.
- The Town of Reading has had two public input meetings that have gone well.
 Ted Marks asked about a meeting in the Town of Reading on Tuesday night.
 Kristin said they have had two meetings. The first was the general public’s input meeting
where they made a wish list. The second was to go over survey results where they found
discrepancies with questions and answers. They did make some clarification on housing
types and future development on industries, vineyards, etc. They spoke about
community services and what is available within the town (more trails, more public access
to lake, but the population does not support those and they are close enough to WG that
it is not necessary or feasible). There was talk about sewer lines and where to expand
them to. They talked about possibly concentrating development towards Rte. 414 and
Salt Point Road. One of the issues is the lack of water.
Training
- Many members have their training completed. If you have not completed yours, please try to
complete it by the end of December. If there are circumstances that do not allow you to get it
down, you do have until May to get it completed, but will still also have to complete the 4 hours

of training for 2016 as well. . There are online opportunities for training; Southern Tier Central
Regional Board also holds “planning school” once a month in Corning.
Old Business
Old Project Updates
- The Watkins Brewery held its groundbreaking ceremony last Friday and have begun the process
of asbestos removal which will be followed by demolition. They expect the project to be
complete in November 2016.
- Watkins Glen Middle School Apartments are coming along really well. Residents will being
moving in February 1.
- The Wastewater Treatment Plant plan is going well. The drawings are at about 30% and the
initial design is complete. They had a meeting with DEC to go over the drawings.
- Proposed Canoe/Kayak launch at Tank Beach, is progressing, Hunt Engineers are developing
design documents.
 Waterfront trail portion of the canoe/ kayak lunch is also moving forward.
- Camp Monterey - Two proposals were submitted to ESD. One was from a nonprofit, and was
deemed an unviable proposal. The other was from a local resident from the Town of Orange,
which proposed turning it into a Finger Lakes Recreation Facility with lodging cabins and an RV
park. This seems like a good proposal that fits in with the community.
 The purchaser would get the land at a very low price. There is a concern that there are
no contingencies in place should the developer not go through with his plans. There is still
$8 million dollars is available for the redevelopment which is tied to job creation.
New Business:
New General Permit for Wineries, Breweries, and Cideries.
- SCOPED held an informational meeting with the DEC, Nixon Peabody, and a manufacturer of
screens for septic systems, to begin educating out local winery and brewery community on what
they may need to be prepared for once the permit comes out.
 Ted Marks reported, the law says that because we (wineries, breweries) sell a product
we are commercial and must be under a permit. In the past the DEC hasn’t enforced this,
but now they are. They require them to put in two leach fields, turning one off for six
months using the other and then back to the other. It doesn’t make sense to have to
build two and the real solution for now is pumping.
 Kristin also mentioned there is also an issue with the organic matter that comes from
winery and brewery wastewater.
URI – Governors $1.5 Billion Competition
- Southern Tier made their presentation to the Committee and it went very well. The
announcement of the winners is scheduled for December 11, 2015.
SCOPED
- Kristin showed the commission a video created by SCOPED that highlights the development
potential of Schuyler County
- A link to the video can be found on their new website: www.flxgateway.com

Proposed fence at Franklin Street Plaza, Watkins Glen
- Kristin provided an update on a proposed project in front of the Village of Watkins Glen Planning
board for the placement of a fence around the dumpster at the edge of the parking lot.
 The dumpster is located in front of Lucky Star Restaurant almost adjacent to the sidewalk.
The owners should like to put a fence around the dumpster to help screen it.
 The Village Planning Board is unhappy with the location of the dumpster, unfortunately
the zoning law does not specify locations of dumpsters. Therefore, the only thing the
board can make a decision on is whether to allow the fence or to leave the dumpster as
is. Under GML 239m review, this would be required to come before the Planning
Commission. Kristin proposed that this is a matter of local concern and would not require
the planning commission to review the proposed fence, and wanted to ask the group if
there were any questions or concerns about the proposal.
 Peg Tomassi asked if there was space in the back of the building for the dumpster.
 Kristin said there is not enough space behind or to the side of the building - The
owner is willing to work with the planning board on making sure the fence is nice.
They are exploring options of what it will look like.
Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 7:43 pm by Jenna Tormey and seconded by Joe Sevier.
Next Scheduled Meeting: December 10, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m., Schuyler County Human Services Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes
Schuyler County Planning Commission
December 10, 2015
Present: Bill Meehan, Ed Gates, Joe Sevier, Rick Hendrick, Kate Bartholomew, Lori Asperschlager, Jenna
Tormey, Matthew Schamel, Brittany Gibbs, Chris Arnold, Peggy Tomassi, Ted Marks, Mark Wittig, Jenna
Wilkens, Dave Stamp
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Absent: None
Excused: Drew Bubb, Sarah Chicone
Public: Chris Bond, Maggie Bond
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by Lori Asperschlager

.

Opportunity for Public Comment: Chris Bond announced that his daughter, Maggie Bond is here as a
high school student to observe a public meeting.
Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the November 12, 2015 meeting;
accepted as submitted made by Ted Marks and seconded by Kate Bartholomew.
All in favor vote, 14 -aye. Motion passed. One abstained (Dave Stamp).
General Municipal Law 239 Reviews
a. #15-012– Village of Watkins Glen Site Plan Review
Kristin explained that they are proposing to demolish two homes and construct six town homes
on Old Corning Rd. There was discussion regarding what type of cover there would be for the
parking areas. Chris Bond, from the village planning board said there will be some paved
surfaces and that the drainage goes to an open ditch on the road side.
- Ted Marks mentioned seeing erosion along that area behind Valero and Dunkin Donuts along
that hill and wondered if this new development may affect this.
 Kristin said it looks like they will only require minimal grading so it should not disturb
this. Chris Bond said they would be putting up barriers during construction.
- There was discussion about the number of acres involved and how they can go from two
houses to six in this plot of land. The site is .46 acres and there are two buildings. The total
square footage of the proposed development is 9,300sq and about ½ the site will be new
construction.

-

There was some concern as to how steep the land is.
 Kristin said that the specifications do abide by the local laws.
 The Village Planning Board has asked for an enhanced grading plan
 Chris Bond said they are trying to create a few more parking slots.

Ted Marks proposed to approve the site plan with some provisions regarding storm water
management. Motion seconded by Ed Gates. All in favor vote, 15-aye. Motion passed.
b. #15-013- Village of Watkins Glen – Site Plan Review
This is for a subdivision of a property in Watkins Glen. Kristin outlined the proposed access and
new boundary line. The new property will be accessed via County Rte. 20. In the future, there
will be some changes in the drainage to accommodate a new single family home, which is now
an open field. This is action is in line with the Village Comprehensive Plan.
- Brittany Gibbs made a motion to approve. Motion seconded by Jenna Wilkens. All in favor
vote – 15, aye. Motion passed.
c.

#15-014- Village of Watkins Glen – Site Plan Review
Kristin explained that this Site Plan Review is for The Budget Inn across from Tops. They want to
build a garage where the swimming pool used to be located. They have already done a lot of the
site work and grading; and are now they are just waiting on approval for garage. There is no
impact on traffic and it has the proper setback from the road, as it will be further back than the
other buildings around it.
- Kate Bartholomew made a motion to approve. Motion was seconded by Mark Wittig. All in
favor vote, 15-aye. Motion passed.

d. #15-015- Town of Dix- Site Plan Review
This is regarding residential property on Rte. 414. The proposal is completely in place and has
been there for about year. The parcel is also within the Schulyer County Ag District #2. The
property owner has 17 pigs toward the front of the property, where they are visible from the
road. He has 5 acres of his own and leases 5 acres from his neighbor, in order to comply with
the existing zoning law requiring 10 Acres for an agricultural operation. His fence around the
pigpen also requires site plan approval. The town board gave initial approval on the property.
- Ted Marks asked what happens if the lease runs out after we approve.
- Kristin said that it’s a three year lease, so when the lease runs out he needs to produce a new
lease. It is also predicted that the Town of Dix will pass a new zoning law that would allow
this use in the next year
After much discussion, the members agreed that because this ultimately falls within an Ag
District and under Ag and Markets Law, the Planning Board would like refrain from making any
recommendations.
- Dave Stamp made a motion to take no action on this site plan. Brittany Gibbs seconded this
motion. All in favor vote, 15-aye. Motion passed.
Staff Report:
Membership renewal:
- Drew Bubb (Town of Dix) and Mark Wittig (Town of Catharine) have completed their terms
and are stepping down from the board.

-

Joe Sevier has completed his six years on the board. We thank all three members for their
time and service.
We are still looking for representation from the Town of Dix and the Town of Catherine.

Old Business:
Cleaner Greener Grant
- Town of Dix and Catharine and making good progress on their zoning updates and should be
ready for public review early in 2016.
Chris Arnold asked about the status on the Irelandville landfill?
- Kristin said they are in the process of closing it and are no longer transporting any
wastewater out of it.
Joe Sevier asked if the Chinese restaurant in WG ever do anything with the dumpster in town.
- Chris Bond commented that it’s still an open topic. Joe Sevier mentioned that there is an
artist who may be able to paint something on a fence if they put a fence around it.
- Chris Bond said that at the last town meeting the owner said he would not put up the fence
the town suggested.
New Business:
Upstate Revitalization Initiative
- At the URI competition, the S. Tier won $1.5 Billion Dollars ($500 million dollars per year for 5
years). In the first year, there will be $600,000 for removal of wastewater treatment, create
an Ultra-premium beverage center, vineyard program, Education Fund, Apprentice program.
 Kristin answered questions about the proposed beverage center at the business park.
- Ted Marks mentioned that what’s important is that there were only three other areas in the
state that got this. One is Rochester, one is Syracuse. Our area is totally surrounded by
millions of dollars that will be very useful in all planning to the S.Tier every year.
- Chris Arnold asked if we know how much of that is to be used for active manufacturing
projects.
 Kristin will send everyone a link to the whole URI plan. It outlines a strategy for
advanced manufacturing. They are definitely going to put money into expanding
manufacturing.
- Rick asked about the criteria on money as far as creating jobs.
 Kristin said they have some of it set but not all criteria has been established.
- Ed mentioned the Campbell dairy plant being closed and want to see it relocated in the S.
Tier. The plant has 18 months to come up with a good solution.
 The Ag Protection Board talked extensively about this topic – trying to make sure this
stays a dairy production facility.
 He feels it would be advantageous to find someone who’s in charge regionally to
make a real effort to keep the plant and the work that it does in the S. Tier. There is
currently no area for expansion there because of the location. They want to move it
to Northern NY, but that would be difficult for the S. Tier.

Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 7:47 pm by Joe Sevier.

.

Next Scheduled Meeting: January 14, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m., Schuyler County Human Services Complex

