Schuyler County Planning Commission
Human Services Complex

323 Owego Street, Unit 5, Montour Falls, NY 14865

Schuyler County Planning Department

Phone: 607-535-7161 Fax: 607-535-6813

105 Ninth Street, Watkins Glen, NY 14891

(607) 535-8211

Schuyler County Planning Commission
January 9, 2014
Present: Jim Adesso, Lori Asperschlager, Joe Sevier, Ed Gates, Kate Bartholomew, Rita Schreiber, Mike Bergen,
Drew Guild, Drew Bubb, Peggy Tomassi, Ben Saks, Dave Stamp, Mark Wittig, Dave Stamp, Don Chutas
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Excused Absence: Ted Marks, Sarah Chicone
Public: No one from the public present
Call to Order: Meeting called to order by James Adesso at 7 p.m.
Introduction of new commissioner’s: Dave Stamp, Drew Guild, Drew Bubb, Mark Wittig
Opportunity for Public Comment: The meeting was opened for public comment
Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the November 14 meeting, accepted as
submitted, made by Kate Bartholomew and seconded by Dr. Ben Saks. Motion carried unanimously.
General Municipal Law 239 Reviews: This issue came to the village of Watkins Glen two meetings ago and the
gentleman that is doing the work did not approach the Code Enforcement officer correctly. The building is up.
It did not have to come to board because it wasn’t close enough to a highway. Issue has come to the county
and applicant is aware of this. The public hearing is set for Wednesday, January 15 th. It was stated that this is
a simple pole barn for storage. It will not interrupt future development, because it’s solely storage.
Motion for a recommendation for the village to approve the construction by Kate Bartholemew, seconded by
Michael Bergen, motion carried unanimously.
Staff report: Meeting prior to this with working committee. Hoping that by January 24, something will go out
to the advisory committee for this board’s review and to share with your board. There were a lot of changes
and errors in the last submission. Please read this when you receive it and let Kristin know of any changes.
Kristin will make sure comments during original meeting will be included. Especially read the county portion
that has been revamped as this highlights more tourism, agriculture …
Old Business:
Informed new members about meeting
New Business: Training hours. Kristin proposed starting fresh this month with training hours. SCT leadership
conference allows you to get all 4 of your training hours in. This is a two day conference at CCC, in April.
Phone: (607) 535 -7161

Fax: (607) 535-6813

Members are only required to attend one day. Registration forms are not out but as soon as they come out
Kristen will have them in your monthly packet. Another training option is she can email you an article to read
before the meeting and then have open discussion about that. This would be ½ training hour per meeting.
APA website where you can go on do your own training hours. It is mandated that each member has 4 training
hours per year. It was decided that monthly meetings will be posted on the website at least a week or so
before each meeting. Asked members to share any articles they would like to. Kristin passed out an article
titled How Façade Improvement Programs Can Benefit Your Community. Someone who does training from
the State is also a possibility. Kate Bartholomew discussed utilizing the computers at the school. T training is
the two day conference at CCC. Members are only required to attend one day. This conference is held in
April. Registration forms are not out but as soon as they come out Kristen will have them in your monthly
packet.
Don Chutas questioned the new rentals at the Seneca Lodge. Kristin will look into it.
Ed Gates asked if the new sewage treatment plant has to come through the board. Kristin said that it does
and so far it’s positive.
Joe Sevier: Recommendations… come to us, but then we don’t have follow-up ..do not hear what happens.
Kristin explained that they send us a report of final action. She will share it with the Planning Board.
James mentioned that we cannot lose site that what we are doing is the preliminary step. Developer still has
to follow parameters at the local level. Once the site plan is approved the project lies with the local code
enforcement officer and developer. And then it may be years until the project comes to fruition.
Kate Bartholomew asked about Nextera Energy. She said she called many numbers and never got ahold of
anyone, for over a year.
James Adesso: Dix Board members said they would hear something on this.
Joe Sevier: last he heard was about the wind towers.
James Adesso: Next step is they can construct or not. Last time we heard anything was 3 years ago.
Ben Saks: He remembered that it was out of our jurisdiction and had gone to state jurisdiction.
Michael Bergen: Heard they were going to start at race track then go to other areas.
James Adesso: To comply with state regulations you have to have so many BTU’s?
Kristin VanHorn: If it’s preliminary you could ask that they come back to the planning board if there are
significant changes for a final look at.
James Adesso: The plans are preliminary but if a developer makes a change to anything the process needs to
start at the beginning again and only the CEO retains the original drawings, even if it’s just one small change
and they have already had their public hearing. We can only act on the surface amount of information.
Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. by James Adesso
Next scheduled meeting: February 13, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m. Schuyler County Human Services Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes

Schuyler County Planning Commission
March 13, 2014
Present: Mark Wittig, Drew Bubb, Mike Bergen, Kate Bartholomew, Dave Stamp, Joe Sevier, James
Adesso, Ted Marks, Ed Gate, Don Chutas
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn, Sonja Croft
Excused Absence: Chris Arnold, Rita Schreiber, Lori Asperschlager, Sarah Chicone, Peggy Tomassi,
Dr. Ben Saks, Drew Guild
Absent: None
Public: None
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:03 by James Adesso
Opportunity for Public Comment: None
Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the February 13, 2014 meeting,
accepted as submitted made by Kate Bartholomew and seconded by Mike Bergen. Motion carried
unanimously.
New Commissioner, Ted Marks, introduced himself. He lives in Yates County and owns Atwater Estate
Vineyards. He was very involved in Three Rivers Development Co. in Corning. Ted said he is very
pleased to have a business in Schuyler County; The Tasting Room on Franklin St. in Watkins Glen.
Members of the Planning Board introduced themselves to Ted.
General Municipal Law 239 Reviews: None
Staff report: The Schuyler County Comprehensive plan is to be released to the public tomorrow. We
have had the opportunity to talk to a lot of people. There will be a public meeting on March 26 th at 2:30
and at 7:00 PM at the Community Center in Watkins Glen. The consultants will give a 15-minute
presentation of how it came together and you will have an opportunity to talk to someone regarding
and comments or questions about the village. If anyone is around and available we do need volunteers
to man some of these tables. This will mostly consist of writing down questions and allowing the

community an opportunity to comment. People perceive it that the public has not had enough input so
the hope is that this will give them an opportunity to get involved.
Past things that have come before the planning board: The wind farm is still moving forward and is still
a viable project. Town of Dix is content with the direction that it is heading. Kristin will continue to
inquire about it and keep us in the loop. Phil Barnes (Town of Reading Planning Board/ County
Legislator) and some others visited their other plants in Pennsylvania.
Old Business: None
New Business:
Comprehensive Plan Review
Kristin has received about 5 to 10 comments regarding the comprehensive plan. Kristin opened the
floor for comments on this plan in case anyone has any concerns.
- James Adesso commented on the Comprehensive plan stating, “This took us out of the dark ages
and this is now easy to work with.”
- Joe Sevier commented that he feels the Comprehensive Plan is laid out very well.
- Ted Marks commented that it does not seem like a plan, but seems like a report. He feels it is
more like an analysis of where we are, rather than a plan. Kristin explained that this is more of a
guide for each town and county to use for developing/updating their own comprehensive plan
- Mark Wittig added that he agrees it does take some time for something like this to be
inseminated. All agreed there will be growing pains on the process of beginning a
Comprehensive plan but at least it will get some dialogue started.
- Mike Bergen, said the theory is that it needs to be updated every 5 years or so.
- James Adesso reiterated that our function is to be an over site for the towns and villages. Kristin
added that there is funding coming behind this comprehensive plan from the state. Having the
money to update the plans will also help to start a substantial dialogue.
County Wide Planning Discussion
Kristin: We have a County wide planning board but only a few things come to us and that is only if the
town or village brings it to us. As a county planning board, we need to be aware of what is going on in
the county even if it is not coming to us. She would like everyone to start talking and working together
regularly to allow for a more informed discussion of planning issues. She suggested that we start a
discussion each month about what is going on throughout the county. Kristin is looking for this to be a
more comprehensive Planning Board instead of just select towns who want to submit something. The
desire is for the dialogue to be more open so the board members are more aware of what is going on in
the county.
Village of Watkins Glen:
- James Adesso - There is another Chinese Restaurant that has approached the Village of Watkins
Glen code enforcement that is meeting opposition from other restaurant goers. This is a
preliminary site plan.
- James Adesso reported that the apartment complex on Rte. 14, Seneca Terrace has gone through
the preliminary process, and is now going through substantial changes. When there is
substantial change to a plan, it has to go to the board again. There are still issues on this housing
project. There has been a good amount of cooperation, but there are still strong concerns of

-

residents living on streets in close proximity. A traffic study has been completed, and there are
still issues to be worked out. It will be coming back to this board.
The Village of Watkins Glen planning board is working with us to tweak up the zoning of Watkins
Glen. They have teamed up with Hunt Engineers in an effect to modernize the zoning laws in WG.
Ted Marks asked if we have ever discussed the Village Marina issue. Kristin explained the status
of the lease.
A plan for condominiums came to this board. It has gone through two different developers. If
there is a new developer then that site plan review is null and void and we will be seeing this
resurface.

Hector:
- Kristin mentioned the new winery on Rte. 79 and the impact of the cutting would have
countywide.
- Ed Gates brought up the fact of the planting on the hills.
- Mike mentioned the difference in agricultural use and personal use in term of how much clear
cutting can occur on a property.
Project Seneca:
- Kristin mentioned that the Waste Water treatment is only part of this plan. This part of the plan
is moving forward. The project management team and engineers are looking into all
environmental concerns. The project heads are meeting with DEC this week to discuss the
existing eagle nest and the concern that the eagles could nest anywhere along the canal at any
point in the projects progression, and how to handle this issue if it were to happen.
-

Project Seneca involves redevelopment of Montour Falls and RV park, trails, a bridge and a
connection to the Catherine valley trail. Watkins Glen is looking to put a multipurpose path
expanding to Clute Park and to MF and away from traffic. They are looking to put a dedicated
pedestrian trail from WG to MF. Ted suggested that we ask Project Seneca to attend our next
meeting and inform us of their plan for Project Seneca. He went on to say inviting these
organizations to approach us in an attempt to build these relationships and trust by working
together. All agreed. Kristin will ask Rick Weakland to come to our next meeting and present an
overview of Project Seneca.

Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 8:15PM by Mike Bergen and seconded by Joe Sevier
Next Scheduled Meeting: April 10, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m. Schuyler County Human Services Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes
Schuyler County Planning Commission
April 10, 2014
Present: Drew Bubb, Don Chutas, Sarah Chicone, Michael Bergen, Joe Sevier, Ted Marks, Chris
Arnold, Drew Guild, Peggy Tomassi, Ed Gates, Dave Stamp, Kate Bartholomew, Ben Saks, James
Adesso
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Excused Absence: Mark Wittig, Lori Asperschlager
Absent: Rita Schreiber
Public: William Frandsen, Rick Weakland
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:05 by Don Chutas
Chris Arnold from the Town of Cayuta introduced himself as the newest member of the board.
Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2014
meeting, accepted as submitted made by Ted Marks and seconded by Michael Bergen
All in favor vote, 11- aye 5- Abstain (Sarah Chicone, Peggy Tomassi, Ben Saks and Chris Arnold,
Drew Guild). Motion passed.
Opportunity for Public Comment: None
General Municipal Law 239 Reviews:
#14-002 – Site Plan Review, Village of Watkins Glen, Seneca Physical Therapy. They will add a
small addition on the front and the back of the building. They will be adjusting the stairs from
one staircase to two. Box 9, page 2 was marked yes but there was no definition of why. They
acknowledged that they meet the requirements. Kristin recommended approval of this
referral. Motion to approve was made by Michael Bergen, seconded by Ted Marks. Motion
carried unanimously.
#14-003 (Update to #13-006, #13-007, #13-010) – Site Plan Review, Village of Watkins Glen,
Seneca Terrace Apartments
There have been some changes with this referral: The additional parking spaces have been
reduced from 24 to 10. Both retention ponds are now subsurface, meaning they have will have
no freestanding water. The gravel access road now has a gate. Michael Bergen made a motion

to approve the Seneca Terrace Apartments plan as written, dated March 7, 2014. Ed Gates
seconded this motion. Motion carried unanimously.
#14-004 – Zoning Text Review – Town of Dix
This referral was brought to the board in September of 2013. It was rejected at that time but
since then Kristin has met with the town Chairman to talk this over. We spoke about the term
“Billboard” and it’s definition. Clarified that all billboards are classified under special use. The
only fault Kristin finds in this is that billboards do not belong in the open space. Kristin’s
recommendation is to approve this with the recommendation that they do not allow the
billboards within the open space. Further discussion took place limiting Billboards completely
within “Open Space Districts”, or if it should just be required as a special use, requiring planning
board approval.
A motion was made by Ted Marks to insert a sentence stating, “Billboards are permitted as a
special use.” into paragraph XI-4 L. Motion made by Ted Marks to approve with additional
language, seconded by Michael Bergen. All in favor vote, 12 –aye 2-. Abstain (Kate
Bartholomew and Sarah Chiccone). Motion passed.
Presentation by Rick Weakland – Project Seneca:
Rick Weakland spoke about the driving aspect of Project Seneca and the proposed wastewater
treatment plant. He highlighted the existing conditions, water quality issues, cost to
municipalities and the site selection process. He also reviewed the project timeline, the SEQR
status and DEC permitting process.
Questions and Comments:
Ed Gates mentioned that a permit from the DEC is needed regarding the Eagle’s Nest.
- Rick mentioned that the former DEC member will be meeting with them next week
regarding this.
Peg Tomassi asked about bringing in the outlining villages.
- Rick said that, yes, this is being considered.
- Ed Gates mentioned that the opportunities for growth may be limited by active
farming land.
- Rick said the intent is to offer an opportunity for several markets that currently are
not served in the county.
Ted Marks mentioned the concern that the Mayor of Watkins currently had regarding this
project.
- The biggest issue both plants have is that they cannot handle storm events. Either
raw sewage or chlorine goes into the lake. They have identified lower cost ways of
fixing the existing plant to mitigate those impacts. The town is in partnership with
the DEC regarding implementing them.

Staff Report:
The Countywide Comprehensive Plan is almost complete. There were public input sessions last
month with 5 – 10 ppl at each session. Final stage is taking the comments from these sessions
and implementing them. Additional information regarding the primary industries will be
included so you can see more than just the tourism side. There will also be mention of our
seasonal population. There will be a public hearing about this plan and as long as everything is
in line, the plan will be approved by the June meeting. Kristin requests that everyone come to
next month’s meeting where she will ask that the plan be recommended for adoption by the
County Legislature.
Old Business: none
New Business
Review of By Laws – all agreed that they are fine as written. Motion to approve by Ben Saks.
Seconded by Peggy Tomassi. All in favor vote, 13- aye 1- Abstained (Dave Stamp).
Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 8:43 by Joe Sevier and seconded by Kate Bartholomew

Next Scheduled Meeting: May 8, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m. Schuyler County Human Services Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes
Schuyler County Planning Commission
May 8, 2014
Present: Mark Whitig, Chris Arnold, Drew Bubb, Michael Bergen, Dave Stamp, Joe Sevier, Lori
Asperschlager, Sarah Chicone, Peggy Tomassi, James Adesso, Ted Marks, Ed Gates, Dr.Ben Saks,
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Excused Absence: Don Chutas, Rita Schreiber
Absent: Kate Bartholomew, Drew Guild
Public: Barb Kelley
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:02 by James Adesso
Opportunity for Public Comment: None

Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the April 10, 2014
meeting, accepted as submitted made by Dave Stamp and seconded by Joe Sevier
All in favor vote, 14- aye 1- Abstain (Lori Asperschlager) Motion passed.

General Municipal Law 239 Reviews:
#14-005– Schuyler County, Comprehensive Plan Adoption
7:03 public hearing opened:
Barb Kelly (public) asked a question: Why is the “Major industry” in the town of Hector
considered manufacturing and not agriculture. Kristin said it is based on the census, and people
being employed. Winemaking is manufacturing.
Kristin said that the plan is on the agenda for the legislative meeting this month and it will
hopefully be adopted. Kristin did an overview of the plan, explaining that these are NYS
environmental assessment forms. There is a short form and a long form. The long form was
used for the CWCP because it is considered a type II action. The purpose is for the county to do
their due diligence and make sure that we are not negatively affecting something. Village and
Town comprehensive plans could have more impacts than this plan, due to zoning and land use
being implemented at the local level not the County level. Comments received on the final
draft of the plan were thoroughly addressed by the committee. The biggest change is the
expansion of the economic development section.

Legislature will vote to adopt this and put in place an implementation committee. Kristin asked
if anyone on this board would be interested in joining this committee. Kristin would like to see
this implementation committee get up and running strong while this is still fresh. This
committee would not be exclusive to the planning commission. Hoping other members of the
community would also be interested in joining. Ben Saks suggested “people of special
interests”, become part of the committee when needed. Public hearing ended at 7:34pm. Ed
Gates made a motion to approve Sara Chicone seconded this motion. Motion carried
unanimously.
Staff Report:
Schuyler County Housing Survey (www.surveymonkey.com/s/schuylerhousingsurvey
Kristin passed out paper explaining the housing survey and asked that all take the time to
complete the survey online.
Old Business: none
New Business
Discussion of Proposed Projects around the County
 The Chinese restaurant in Watkins Glen has put an extension on their plan to upgrade
the parking lot. There are concerns about the two different elevations of the parking
lot. This is up to the landowner as to how much money they want to invest.
 The Water Works is continuing. Units 11 and 12 are being framed.
 The Elmira Savings bank is finishing up to occupy the old HSBC building.
 The Marmalade Cat Bread and Breakfast: Would like to add a Tea Room.
 Frog Hollow project is progressing.
 Nickels BBQ had a sewage issue but it has all been corrected.
Two projects from last month and both approved by the village of Watkins: Seneca Terrace and
Dunkin Donuts.
Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 7:44 by Mike Bergen and seconded by James Adesso

Next Scheduled Meeting: June 12, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m. Schuyler County Human Services Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes
Schuyler County Planning Commission
August 14, 2014
Present: Mark Wittig, Chris Arnold, Michael Bergen, Kate Bartholomew, Dave Stamp, Joe
Sevier, Lori Asperschlager, Sarah Chicone, Peggy Tomassi, James Adesso Ted Marks, Ed Gates,
Don Chutas,
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Excused Absence: Drew Bubb, Rita Schreiber, Dr. Ben Sax
Absent: Drew Guild
Public: Audrey Arnold
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:05 by James Adesso
Opportunity for Public Comment: None
Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the May 8, 2014 meeting,
accepted with corrections discussed made by Joe Sevier, seconded by Mike Bergen
All in favor vote, 13- aye Motion passed.
General Municipal Law 239 Reviews:
None
Staff Report:
Kristin provided an updated on the following projects previously approved by the Planning
Commission
 Dunkin Donuts Parking Lot Expansion
 Seneca Terrace Apartments
− Motion to approve the recommendations by DEC for 2 additional dry swales and
a bio-retention pond to address the stormwater runoff on the site and the
removal of two units to accommodate these additional site changes. As well as
not request the owner to reappear before the board made by Kate
Bartholomew, seconded by Ed Gates. All in favor vote, 13- aye Motion passed.
 Middle School Apartments

Kristin gave an overview of the Schuyler County Household Hazardous Waste Day.
- Ted Marks – recommended updating the flyer to include the location and how people
would be assigned times or the time frame for which the event would be occurring.
Old Business: none
New Business
Discussion of Proposed Projects around the County
 Jim Adesso gave an update on the Village of Watkins Glen
− Elmira Savings Bank – working on internal demolition and the exterior design
improvements are in the design phase. WG planning board expects the exterior
improvements to wait until the new zoning ordinances are adopted to seek
approval.
− Planning Board and Village Board are working with HUNT Engineers on updating
the Zoning Ordinance for the Village.
 Ted Marks
− Reported on a meeting he had with the Commissioner of DOT about lowering
the speed limit on Route 414 in the Town of Hector, which is designated as a
Scenic Byway.
− Discussed the need for the Town of Hector to lead this process and that we
would go to the Town Board meeting and report on his meeting
 Ed Gates
− Discussed the work that the county highway department has been doing on
Skyline Drive (County Route 8) and his disappointment in how the reconstruction
project was completed. He also talked about his concerns about overall design
of the road.
− Ed reported that he also has met with the county administrator, county highway
superintendent and county attorney about this matter as well.
Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 7:50 by Mike Bergen and seconded by Don Chutas
Next Scheduled Meeting: September 11, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m. Schuyler County Human Services
Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes
Schuyler County Planning Commission
October 9, 2014
Present: Mark Wittig, Chris Arnold, Drew Bubb, Mike Bergen, Kate Bartholomew, Dave Stamp,
Joe Sevier, Lori Asperschlager, Sarah Chicone, Peggy Tomassi, James Adesso, Ted Marks, Ed
Gates, Don Chutas, Dr. Ben Saks
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Absent: Rita Schreiber
Public: Barb Kelly
Call to Order: James Adesso called the meeting to order at 7:02
Opportunity for Public Comment: None
Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the August 14, 2014
meeting, accepted as submitted made by Joe Sevier and seconded by Peggy Tomassi.
All in favor vote, 15- aye. Motion passed.
General Municipal Law 239 Reviews:
#14-006 – Site Plan Review, Village of Montour Falls, Montour Bakery Apartment Expansion
Because the Village of Montour is concerned about what this expansion may do to the character of
the town, they would like our opinion and “unofficial” vote on this expansion. Kristin explained that
the owners of the bakery would like to put three new apartments in the back part of the building.
Each apartment will have a total pace of 650 square feet. They would be located where the
pharmacy was. Each apartment will only have one window because they will have access to an
internal hallway. There is a large back parking lot for residents to utilize.
 Ted Marks suggested that the town think about the parking issues that can be
associated with this. He mentioned that businesses in Corning that did the same
thing were faced with parking issues.
 Peggy Tomassi mentioned that when they converted the old post office in
Odessa to apartments it affected the appeal of the town.
 Dr. Ben Saks named the business in Montour Falls and felt this may bring more
business there way. He also mentioned that it may pose as a nice stepping stone
for people starting out.
There was a general discussion of the possibility of these apartments bringing more
business and activity to Montour Falls.
A general consensus/vote was taken: All in favor vote: 14 – aye, 1 no (Sarah Chicone), 1 absent

Staff Report: None
Old Business: None
New Business: None
Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 7:27 by Peggy Tomassi and seconded by Dr. Ben Saks

Next Scheduled Meeting: November 13, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m. Schuyler County Human Services
Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes

Schuyler County Planning Commission
November 13, 2014
Present: Drew Bubb, Mike Bergen, Joe Sevier, Lori Aspherschlager, Sarah Chicone, James
Adesso, Ted Marks, Ed Gates, Dave Stamp
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Excused Absence: Mark Wittig, Kate Bartholomew, Dr. Ben Saks, Don Chutas
Absent: Chris Arnold, Peggy Tomassi
Public: Kimberli Sargent, James Poland, Donne Tangorre
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:02 by James Adesso
Opportunity for Public Comment: None
Presentation
STC Regional Planning Board – NYSERDA “Cleaner Greener Grant” Update
One and half years ago, this agency along with Kristin applied for this grant. The main thing the
grant is addressing is an audit of the county comprehensive plan, looking at cleaner greener
principals. They will compare a list of their principals to what’s already in the plan and
recommendations will come to us. A lot of them apply to villages and not rural areas so that
will need to be looked at. Three to six months is the usual time period. The board will also
create a guide for planning in Schuyler County telling us how we may be able to apply guides to
our municipality. The Board will be working with the following four municipalities: Catherine
and Dix: Land Use and Montour Falls and Reading Center: Comprehensive. They will be looking
at land use laws or loaning, whichever applies. Throughout the process, they will be working to
implement the cleaner greener principals. The entire grant will take about 3 years. The first
part will be working with this committee. The guidelines are in the packet that was handed out
at the meeting. On the back of the packet, there is a picture of what it looks like now.
- Ed Gates voiced his concern that this does not include farmland, but Kimberli said
farmland will be addressed and the STC Board will be coming back to this committee
regularly.
- Ted Marks asked how much money the Grant is for. The grant is $299,000.00 and
the program is free to the county and the municipalities. This grant just covers
Schuyler County.

-

James Adesso asked if Kimberli is coming back each month regarding the process of
the grant. Kimberli said she is willing to do this. We will make this a regular item on
our agenda.

Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion made to approve the minutes of the October 9,
2014 minutes made by Michael Bergen and seconded by Dave Stamp.

General Municipal Law 239 Reviews:
#14-007 – Site Plan Review, Village of Watkins Glen, Elmira Savings Bank- Addition of
ATM/Night Deposit Drive Up
Jim Poland, the Facilities Project Manager for Elmira Savings Bank addressed the board:
The plan is for a 120 square foot edition to be put on the backside of HSBC bank on Franklin St.,
in Watkins Glen. The purpose for this is for employee and customer safety. A standalone ATM
is too risky for employee and public safety. This would be an ATM and a night deposit. Jim
attended the Watkins Glen Planning Board meeting on October 5th and they have approved
this.
- Mike Bergen asked if this would match the existing building. Jim stated that it
would be built out of cinderblock and then painted to match in the spring.
- Ted Marks asked to see the picture of the full building with addition and Jim took
this picture around to the board members.
- Drew Bubb asked: If someone were using the drive up ATM, would there be two
lanes so someone could get around that person to exit the bank safely. Jim said
“yes” they will be able to exit safely with an extra lane.
- Jim Poland explained the ATM lighting required. There will be five lumens for 10
feet and these lumens will shine directly towards the ATM/night deposit and not
bother the public. They may have to add one more poll for light in the far corner of
the parking lot, but it’s not likely.
- James Adesso asked if the current night deposit/ATM will be removed and Jim said it
would be once this new addition is added on. The roofing in this front area will stay
there and there will be awnings over both entrances.
Ted Marks made a motion to approve this Site Plan. Michael Bergen seconded this. All in favor
vote, nine – aye. Motion passed.
#14-008 – Site Plan Review, Use Variance within the Village of Montour Falls
The Muffler shop in Montour is in the middle of being sold. The zoning has changed since the
last owner. The new pending owners are asking for a variance to reopen it as a muffler and
maintenance station. They have design guidelines. Kristin recommends that the committee
approve the use variances as long as they follow the design guidelines established for it. The
tire sales are dependent on this use variance so if they don’t get it, the building may remain
empty.

-

-

Sarah Chicone asked if the previous zoning laws are Grandfathered in and the
answer is Because of the sale, no. The code enforcer denied the new plans for this
building because it’s against zoning which initiated the zoning board of appeals.
Sarah also asked if it’s considered a service establishment. Kristin said, “No, not in
the eyes of the code enforcer, and not by the way it’s been defined in their zoning
law.
Ed Gates asked if the new owner has business experience and Kristin commented
that is not up to the Planning Boards to determine that.

Michael Bergen made a motion to approve this Site plan and Joe Sevier seconded it. All in favor
vote, 9-aye. Motion passed.
Staff report: There are five vacancies coming up on the Planning Board in January. They
include Town of Watkins Glen, Town of Hector, Town of Orange, the Medical seat and the
Tourism seat. Michael Bergern and James Adesso have both served their 6 years and Dr. Ben
Saks has a full plate with many other obligations and needs to step down.
For the medical seat, a name that has come up is Jenna Cole. She lives in Hector, and is a
Physician’s Assistant at Schuyler Hospital.
The following members are up for renewal of their terms: Ed Gates, Peg Tomassi and Kate
Bartholomew.
Two members need to complete their required training hours: Lori needs one more hour and
Sarah needs 2.
The Watkins Glen Middle School has been nominated for the state board of historical
reservation. If you have any concern that it shouldn’t be, let Kristin know.
Old Business: None
New Business:
Clute Park is moving forward so the RFP you participated in is coming along well.
Camp Monterey: Kristin and SCOPED are working with Design Connect:
- There will be one community meeting. Tuesday will be the second community
meeting which they will submit some more refined ideas. The goal is that at the end
of this we will have ideas to pass on to the state and this will shape the approvals for
the selling of this building. Monterey Fire Dept. 6pm on Thursday November 20th
- The members had some conversation about turning it into a technical training
center.

New Brewery’s coming:
- In downtown Watkins Glen: The Clifford Motors property garage section was sold
to Doug who owns the Crooked Rooster. Nichols BBQ will expand.
- There is also a new Brewery opening up in Hector and Montour Falls
- The Water Works are sold
- The DEC permit process should be closing for the Seneca Terrace apartments on
November 14th.
- Middle School Project – they will begin construction on the interior any day now.
Community use will remain and be supported by the village. An agreement has
been signed with the office for the aging, to give seniors, veterans and those with
disabilities priority.
- LPG Storage: Ted Marks remarked that this is in the states hands. There will be a
hearing in February. This board followed what the county did.
 Ted Marks asked if there is a statute of limitations for the planning board?
Kristin will get this question answered in the next meeting.
Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 7:52 PM by James Adesso and seconded by Drew Bubb
Next Scheduled Meeting: December 11, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m. Schuyler County Human Services
Complex

Schuyler County Planning Commission
105 Ninth Street, Unit 39, Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Telephone: 607.535.8211 Fax: 607.535.8193

Meeting Minutes
Schuyler County Planning Commission
December 11, 2014
Present: James Adesso, Joe Sevier, Mark Wittig, Ed Gates, Dr. Ben Saks, Michael Bergen,
Chris Arnold, Peggy Tomassi, Drew Bubb, Kate Bartholomew, Ted Marks
Staff Present: Kristin VanHorn
Excused: Dave Stamp, Lori Asperschlager, Sarah Chicone, Don Chutas
Public: Barb Kelly
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:58 by James Adesso.
Opportunity for Public Comment: None
Review and Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes of the November 9th 2014 meeting,
accepted as submitted made by Ted Marks and seconded by Michael Bergen
General Municipal Law 239 Reviews
#14-009 – Subdivision Review, Town of Dix
In front of the KAO there is a single parcel that they are looking to split into two parcels. They would like to
build another house on the second parcel and sell that one. It fits all of the zoning requirements in the Town
of Dix.
- Ed Gates mentioned his concern that nothing was said about the loss of agriculture land and there is no
reference of the kind of land or the use the land has been put through previously and whether we should
try to keep it as agricultural land. Ed is concerned we will not have enough farmland to pass down to the
generations and would hope that if there is a chance to preserve it they would. There is Howard soil
there, which is prime agricultural land in this county.
- Kristen, James and Ted do not believe it was ever farmed, that it is strictly brush land.
- Ted Marks made a motion to approve this subdivision review. Chris Arnold seconded this. All in favor
vote, 10 – aye. Ed Gates – NO, motion passed.
#14-009 – Subdivision Review, Village of Watkins Glen
They want to center the parcel line between the two houses.
- James Adesso – With the way the original parcels were, they were divided which split the house in two.
Now, resale of the property, it needs to be subdivided with a property line changed so it can be sold as
two separate parcels. This has to be done in order for the estates to sell the properties.
Michael Bergen made a motion to approve; it was seconded by Ed Gates, all in favor vote, 11 -aye. Motion
passed.

Staff Report: Kristin recognized James Adesso for his six years of service, Mike Bergen for his six years
of service and Dr. Ben Saks for his three years of service on the board.
The consolidated funding awards were announced Schuyler County received several awards: $30,000
for Catherine Valley Trail. WGI received 2.25 million dollars. The Village of Watkins Glen received 1.25
million for the wastewater treatment plant. The Southern Tier Region as a whole received 80.8 million
dollars.
- Ed Gates asked what is happening in the Montour Marina. - Kristin explained that the bridge by
the Welliver property will be relocated further down the trail so the residents at the Marina will
be able to get onto the trail without having to get onto 414.
 Ed Gates expressed concern about John’s Creek Bridge the pedestrian bridge that is there
but is need of repair. The bridge makes it possible to go from the south end of the marina,
up the canal to Johns creek… coming up at the north end.
 Ben Saks asked about other bridges there that are also in bad shape.
- Ed Gates asked if the money for sewage is going to be used to buy extra land and disturb the
eagles.
 Kristin replied that this is just for the design of the new wastewater treatment plant.
- Peg Tomassi asked about if the eagle would be relocated.
 Kristin replied that no one would be moving the eagles.
- There was conversation amongst the members regarding the eagles and their nesting habits. All
agreed that it is not uncommon for them to nest in very active areas.
 Kate Bartholomew mentioned that the eagles did not choose to nest during the
construction phase.
Old Business:
Proposed Windfarm in the Town of Dix
James Adesso mentioned that the Windfarm issue is on the front page of the current issue of the
Watkins Review. The Town of Catlin is voting on banning wind farms, which could put the project in
jeopardy. The local project in Schuyler is in jeopardy because it is only 13 or 14 towers. The majority of
construction was in Catlin.
- Ben Saks said that he thought before it was in the state’s jurisdiction.
- James Adesso said that the state invited themselves into this situation to offer assistance and the
people had already done their homework. Several members of the Planning Board and the
legislature visited a site in PA. They stood at the bottom of the towers and found that there was
no noise.
- Chris Arnold said that these towers are slower than the earlier generation ones.
- James Adesso said that there were more turbines off than there were actually running because
they had met their quota. Once they get to a certain capacity, they stop.
- Chris Arnold commented that the only noise you hear from the wind towers is the gear noise.
- Ben Saks mentioned the side effects of these towers. He said that they have been linked to
certain problems in people. They can have negative effects on people, but where they have

them sited, this is not likely. Impacts are usually minimal but something to think about. The
earlier generation ones hummed, the newer ones do not.
Watkins Glen Middle School Redevelopment – SEEP Project
James Adesso mentioned that the Middle School is working 10 hr. days with major reconstruction
happening.
Camp Monterey Redevelopment Project
The final community meeting was scheduled for November 13.
- Joe Sevier asked how it was going… Kristin answered that the process has gone very well and that
she and Judy Cherry (SCOPED) had attended the final presentation at Cornell University and it
was very well done.
Kristin described the RFP process that that Empire State Development was going to use.
- Ted Marks asked if anyone has shown interest in the site.
 Kristin said yes, there has been significant interest in the property.
- Kate Bartholomew asked if the future use would be revenue producing for the county.
 Kristin said the RFP has not been released yet, but that is one of the goals outline by the
county and Town of Orange.
- Joe Sevier asked how involved is the planning board and community?
 Kristin said there had been two community meetings and that town supervisor has been
attending meetings so they have been able to give quite a bit of input. The students have
also had a lot of communication with the town planning board.
New Business:
Election of Officers:
Chairperson – Sarah Chicone was nominated. We will vote at the January meeting when Sarah is
present.
Vice Chair – Drew Bubb, all in favor
Secretary – Peg Tomassi, all in favor
Membership:
Three confirmed new board members:
Matt Schamel - Town of Hector representative
Brittany Gibbs - Tourism representative
Jenna Wilkens - Medical representative
We are still looking for a member from the Village of Watkins Glen, the Town of Orange and a
Manufacturing representative as well. .
- Ed Gates mentioned Bill Meehan from Bill’s Machine Shop in Watkins Glen.
- Chris Arnold mentioned Mike Taylor from Taylor Precision Machining in Montour Falls.
- Chris Arnold recommended Les Switzer, former owner of Switzer Aircraft
- James Adesso suggested someone from Welliver McGuire would be good also.

The 2015 Meeting Schedule was handed out.
Training hours:
Everyone has his or her hours for 2014 taken care of.
James mentioned that if anyone can make the conference in corning that takes place in the first week of
April, it is a good way to get your hours for the year in. You only have to go one day and you meet the
four hours. There are two lectures in the morning and two in the afternoon, with 4 to 8 different topics.
Kristin will send the information out for this conference when she gets a date and we will continue with
in house training as best as we can.
Adjourn: Motion made to adjourn at 7:40pm by Kate Bartholomew and seconded by Mark Wittig
Next Scheduled Meeting: January 8, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m., Schuyler County Human Services Complex

